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SUBJECT: GOB RAILROAD CONTINGENCY PROJECT 

REE: MBABANE 1471 

1. CABINET SECRETARY PHIL STEENKAMP TELEPHONED ME JULY 18 TO 
INQUIRE ABOUT THE STATUS OF SSA FUNDS FOR BOTSWANA FOR FY 78. 

HE READ TEXT OF LETTER EROM SENATOR CLARK TO PRESIDENT KHAMA 
STATING THAT SSA EUNDS FOR FY 78 IN THE AMOUNT OF $21 MILLION 
FOR BOTSWANA HAD BEEN AGREED UPON IN SFR COMMITTEE. (LANGUAGE 
IS SAME AS REFTEL ALTHOUGH DOLLAR FIGURE IS DIFEERENT.) I EXPLAINED 
THAT LEGISLATIVE PROCESS NOT COMPLETED (AS FAR AS WE KNEW) AND 
AMOUNT APPROVED BY CONGRESS UNKNOWN TO US. 

2. STEENKAMP SAID HIS QUESTION WAS RELATED TO GOB DECISION WHICH 

HAS BEEN MADE "TO MOVE AHEAD ON IMPLEMENTATION OE RAILWAY PROJECT". 
HE NOTED THAT PHASE I OE TRIMAC STUDY PROVIDES FOR 
"IMPLEMENTATION TEAM". SINCE STUDY WAS DONE BY 
CANADIANS, GOB HAS APPROACHED CIDA (CANADIAN INTER- 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY) ASKING THAT THE TEAM BE 
RAPIDLY CONSTITUTED AND BROUGHT HERE. STEENKAMP THEN 
ASKED WHETHER SSA FOR BOTSWANA COULD BE USED FOR 
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RAILWAY PROJECT. I REPLIED THAT RAILWAY HAD BEEN LISTED 
BY STATE AND AID IN JUSTIFYING SSA REQUEST TO CONGRESS. 

HOWEVER I NOTED THE PROJECT STILL INSPIRED QUESTIONS. 

STEENKAMP EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AND SAID HE HOPED FINAL 
FIGURES ON AVAILABLE AMOUNTS WOULD BE KNOWN SOON. IN 
REPLY TO MY OBSERVATION ABOUT DESIRABILITY OF DISCUSSING 
OVERALL GOB PRIORITIES, HE SAID HE WOULD LOOK FORWARD 
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TO SUCH A DISCUSSION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE UPDATED REPORT 
STATUS OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION. 

NORLAND 
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